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The Bat Conservation Trusts Insurance Policy

( a guide to what is covered)

Introduction

The Trust arranges Public Liability insurance for a limit of indemnity of £5,000,000 for any one claim arising out of one event. Costs and expenses in defending any claim are also covered.

The policy is subject to various terms and conditions and a copy will be forwarded to any member who requests one but brief details are as follows:

Who is the Insured?

The Bat Conservation Trust and Bat Groups (and their members), formally affiliated to the Trust

What is covered?

The Insureds legal liability to third parties for damages, costs and expenses, arising out of bodily injury or damage to property incurred in to conduct of the Insured’s business.

This liability extends to members of the public or other bat workers taking part in the event (provided those bat workers are also members of the bat group or BCT).

Legal costs and expenses incurred in the defence or settlement of any claim under this policy are also insured.

Please note, although a claim may be made under this policy,  negligence still has to be proven in order for a payment to be made.

When does cover apply?

When members are acting on behalf of The Bat Conservation Trust or an Affiliated Group, including underground visits.

Is there an excess?

Yes, £250 each and every claim in respect of third party property damage.

What are the main exclusions?

Claims arising out of provision of advice in circumstance where a fee is charged

Damage to goods in the custody or control of the Insured
Equipment.

The use of the following equipment is permitted under this policy:-

Ladders, proved the total extended height does not exceed 6 metres

Ropes, provided they are adequately secured and are not used to support a persosns full weight.  NB: Gloves should be worn when using ropes.
If additional equipment is to be used please check with BCT that is use will be covered by the policy before undertaking the  activity.
Other Points to note

Only those events in which it is reasonable for a bat group to be involved will be covered by this insurance.

Before undertaking an event the bat worker should carry out a survey of the route, in daylight, to determine any hazards that may exist.

All bat workers taking part in the event should comply with basic health and safety, including that set out in the bat workers manual (including the use of hard hats underground) and un-necessary risks should be avoided.

Prior to the event those taking part in the event should be given a basic safety briefing pointing out any hazards (eg uneven ground at night) and bat workers should ensure that all those taking part in the event are properly equiped, which includes being adequately clothed.

